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The continuous ramp parking ga- 
rage for the Western Farm Bureau 
Life Insurance building in Denver 
utilizes 63-foot clear spans of post- 
tensioned Idealite lightweight con- 
crete. The clear spans and the 
efficiency of the continuous ramp 
facilitate customer self-parking 
and provides space for 251 cars in 
77,000 square feet. If you are con- 
sidering the construction of a park- 
ing garage, warehouse, apartment, 
office building or other such struc- 
ture, investigate the advantages of 
Idealite concrete. It's strong, yet 
light in weight; 30% less than nor- 
mal concrete. It offers superior in- 
sulating and acoustical properties, 
as well as low moisture absorption 
and low shrinkage. 


IDEALITE 


Producers of Idealite Lightweight Aggregate 
for Concrete and Concrete Products 


806 Boston Building * Phone 534-5144 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
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We invite you to consider us as 
your concrete headquarters .. . . 
Albuquerque's Quality Concrete. 


Albuquerque Gravel 
Products Company 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 


600 John St., SE Phone CH 2-5265 


BUILDING the 


Only a few of the many 
uses for pre-stressed concrete. 


TALK TO YOUR 
HYDRO CONDUIT REPRESENTATIVE 


247-3726 .... 2800 SECOND ST. S.W. 
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87102 
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@ PROVISION FOR FUTURE With a hydronic system the mechanical equipment has the dura- 


bility and long life that outstanding structures deserve 


ECONOMY PLUS 


Jes i jy Sources 


* HYDRONICS — The science of heating and cooling 
with liquids. 


Structural Steel 
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NEW WOOD HANDRAILS with 
an aluminum core substructure 
are furnished as a complete unit 
by Blumcraft. The solid walnut 
wood, with a natural hand- 
rubbed oil finish, is bonded 
to the aluminum at Blumcraft's 
factory. This new railing concept 
combining wood and metal is 
trademarked RAILWOOD* 


Complete 1964 catalogue avail- 


able from Blumcraft of Pittsburgh, 


460 Melwood St., Pittsburgh 13, Pa. 


*Trodemark © 1964 Blumcroft of Pittsburgh 


The object of this brief discussion is to impress 
the importance of “unity of purpose” concerning struc- 
ture and design. By this I mean the combination of the 
best solution and the best structure. These must go 
hand in hand, but design certainly must lead. 


Perhaps the best way to illustrate unity of purpose 
is to present a typical situation. A client presents us 
with a problem to solve — assume any type of build- 
ing or complex of buildings. I believe that immediately 
a conceptual reaction develops in our minds; almost in- 
stantaneously we pre-conceive a result of the problem. 
This pre-conception may be far from the final solution, 
but it directs and influences the solution. After pro- 
gramming the project the pieces begin to fit together 
and a basic concept emerges. At this time, and even 
in the pre-conception, structure is an automatic con- 
sideration. In reality, architects are dimensional ana- 
lysts; and structure is one of the dimensions. 


It is, in my opinion, at this point in the project 
development that we tend to make basic and sometimes 
serious mistakes. The mistakes which can come about 
are ancestored by our past influences. We all seem to 
develop in certain directions during our training and 
years of influence, Concerning structure, we may auto- 
matically lean in the direction of steel, or concrete, or 
wood. Our concept then has been pre-influenced. We 
may visualize one structural solution even without con- 
sideration of the many other different possibilities. 


Unless we take a bold and imaginative approach to 
the problem, we accept the easy way and develop the 
solution along conventional lines. By conventional 1 
mean generally accepted, proven, and easy to detail. 
When this approach is used, the entire solution, from 
planning to finished product, is conventional, and un- 
fortunately usually “just another building,” which has 
contributed absolutely nothing to our environment. 
This could be called a “negative unity of purpose.” 

The question could be raised here: “do we need 
typical or unique architecture.” Actually, we need both. 
Somewhere I read that “where everything is unique, 
the unique is typical, and then nothing is unique or 
typical.” This double-talk only helps to illustrate the 
dilemma our profession is in today. 

We seem to be in a period of Rennaissance. The 
so-called “pace-setters” in our profession tend to solve 
the problems irrationally — then rationalize and justify 
them later. In the influential areas of architecture there 
is much excess, The trend seems to be quantity without 
quality. 

A definition of the trend might be "the piling up 
and juxtaposition of blocks or cubes in a dehumanized 
manner — as a child at play." This prevailing menace, 
however, has not, seemingly, influenced us here in New 
Mexico. This is fortunate, I think, but unfortunate also, 
in that hardly any innovations seem to penetrate into 
New Mexico. I believe that most of us are too lazy 
to become aware of the many designs and structural 
possibilities at our disposal. Therefore, we generally 
seek, and take, the easy way out. This direction is 
given to us by the poorly thoughtout structural con- 
sideration of our designs. 


We accuse the contractors of being nothing more 


than brokers, yet we are too — especially our un- 
ган а fe та ё » 

imaginative, “business” firms. We “broker” all the 
spaces involyed in our work — the space inside to 


engineers and interior decorators; the spaces outside 
to landscape architects and city planners — and we are 
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STRUCTURAL 
CONSIDERATIONS OF 


DESIGN 


JOHN REED, A.I.A. 


A talk presented at the 3rd Annual Conference 
of New Mexico Chapter 4.1.4. which was 
held recently in Roswell, N. M. 


left only with external wall treatment. We "broker" 
the structural considerations also — and essentially 
only “wrap up the package.” 1 contend that this is an 
artificial practice of architecture. It is certainly being 
disloyal and dishonest to ourselves and to our pro- 
fession. 


A "umty of purpose," however, destroys the 
"broker" approach. Here the principals of the firms 
are directly involved in all the phases of development 
of the project. This could be called the “small firm 
approach," but in my opinion it is the way we must 
gear our thinking in order to make any lasting con- 
tributions to our profession. 


In order to have even a slight possibility of making 
a real and lasting contribution — the unity between 
concept and structure must be evident, We have so many 
structural opportunities now that our predecessors were 
without: the new high strength steels which have given 
us the possibility of compactness and versatility in this 
primary building element; the many innovations in 
concrete, pre-cast, pre-stressed, thin shell, lightweights, 
that have given us a new freedom of design; the in- 
teresting developments in wood such as laminated con- 
struction, plywood vaults, plates and panels; and more 
structural uses of aluminum. Just а small amount of 
thought in these directions makes us readily aware of 
the limitless possibilities for unique, yet unified struc- 
tural expression. 


"Therefore, I contend that we must try to forestall 
pre-conception concerning our architectural problems: 
we must consider the various structural approaches and 
select the one which is best suited. By best suited I 
mean that solution which unites form and function in a 
complete statement and considers a// the relationships 
concerned — interior and exterior — not only the 
immediate site but the entire surrounding area and 
environment. 


We. more than any other profession, influence 
and direct the environment of man, and our work ex- 
presses and projects the deepest feelings and aspira- 
tions of man. I believe that our opportunity in this 
direction is greater here in New Mexico than in most 
other areas. Therefore, I feel that we are a fortunate 
group, and I hope “opportunistic.” Not only must the 
various parts of our practice have a “unity of purpose," 
our lives and profession as a whole must have this 
“unity.” Our lives and our work tell us about ourselves. 
Are you content with the story yours is telling? 


—John Reed 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 


Dear Editors: 

Mr. Bunting in his discussion of the Bernalillo 
Planning and Zoning Commission (November-Decem- 
ber 1963 issue) obliterated two years of my life, Per- 
haps this should happen to anyone who serves as the 
chairman of a county board! But during those two 
years (and even longer considering that planning was 
an issue in the primary and general election campaign). 
a considerable amount of personal effort was devoted 
to planning and zoning. The successes were small com- 
pared with the failures. One of the major reasons for 
the numerous failures, aside from a two year term, 
was the lack of support by professional leaders and 
organizations as well as the laymen. 

It occurred to me while reading the lution of 
the Albuquerque Division of the AIA, requesting the 
Board of County Commissioners to scrap the zoning 
ordinance, that the entire picture could have been dif- 
ferent if members of the branch had supplied informa- 
tion and technical assistance beginning in 1958. The 
task was formidable for a single commissioner who 
believed in planning and proper land use. Some kind 
of strategy was required for each move: the creation 
of a board; the appointment of competent, community- 
minded individuals; the selection of a planner for the 
county; the use of the planning staff of the city of 
Albuquerque; the initiation of planning policies; coun- 
tering the pressures of special groups, and interpreting 
to the commissioners, the pres: the public the. crucial 
importance of planning. The strategies were planned 
most of the time with the knowledge that those who 
knew and cared the most about the issues would not 
constitute a force in county government, 

Considering that the county has spent four years 
and thousands of dollars on. planning and zoning, is 
it not possible even at this late stage for the Branch 
to provide leadership and a positive program looking 
toward the solution of the problem? It is not enough 
to be negative. The situation requires an affirmative 
approach. (It need not be as drastic as suggesting a 
modernization of county government.) 1 am certain 
that most members of the County Planning and Zon- 
ing Board. (some of whom I appointed) would be en- 
thusiastic about receiving constructive proposals, and 
finding a new source of support for making the right de- 
cisions. 

May 1 suggest a one-day workshop in which all 
ihe issues would be examined? 


Dorothy I. Cline, Associate Professor UNM 


Dear Mr. Bunting: 

For the past several years my friend Kenneth Clark 
has been sending me a gift subscription of the Ner 
Mexico Architecture. | thoroughly enjoy this annual 
gift. 

The March-April issue has a picture on page 22 
which brought back memories of my World War II 
years. | was a combat intelligence officer and schooled 
in the business of photo-interpretation. We were taught 
to always view aerial photographs with the shadows 
pointing towards us. This was an aid in discerning 
height. Check page 22 and turn it around. Do you get 
the third-dimension? 

By the way I agree totally with your remarks 
about our State Capitol building design. 


Sincerely, John S. Johnson 
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No shrinkage, 

no moisture to 

lose before 
stabilizing 

Every Glen Mar door 
is built with the 
natural moisture 
content of this 
area (6%), 


DOORS OF QUALITY 


An Open - and - Shut 
Case of Superiority! 


Location of the Glen Mar plant in 
dry, dry Phoenix achieves “Balanced 
Moisture Control" . . . low moisture 
levels in all component parts of 
this Glen-Mar Door! Proof: just 
open and close it . . . an Open and 
Shut Case of Superiority! 


NOW Proudly Distributed 
Throughout New Mexico by: 


APACHE Lumber Co. 


100 Mescalero, NW Tel. 345-1633 
ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico 
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COOL 
AND 
HEAT... 


The largest pavilion at the New 
York World’s Fair? Or the world’s 
busiest airport? Or New Mexico’s 
tallest building? Or a 25-acre 
shopping center? Or a modern high 
school? Or your own home? 


If you want the job done right 
„ „до it with gas. 


In homes, businesses, factories, 

schools — wherever there is a need for 
climate control — the demand for depend- 
able gas is growing! Gas-fired equipment is 
produced today by more manufacturers than 
ever before, From small residential units to 
giant industrial systems, gas equipment is 
dependable, efficient, safe, compact, flexible 
— the most economical and longest-lasting 
of all heating and cooling systems. 
It is gas which cools and heats ...the Ford 
pavilion and 28 other major pavilions at the 
New York World's Fair, New York Inter- 
national Airport, the Bank of New Mexico's 
skyscraper, Rushfair shopping center in El 
Paso, beautiful El Paso Technical High 
School, and many of the finest homes all 
across the country. Think about it. 


SOUTHERN ô UNION 
GAS 


COMPANY 


LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 


Editor: 

I would like to take this opportunity to take ex- 
ception to an article by B. Bunting in the March-April, 
1964, issue of New Mexico Architecture, “An Urban 
Core for Downtown Albuquerque.” 

I have no quarrel with Mr. Bunting as I am sure 
he wrote the article from sources available to him. 

I do, however, believe that credit should be given 
where it is due and not assumed by only one group. 

Two well-qualified City of Albuquerque Planners 
have been working on Albuquerque’s Downtown prob- 
lem for approximately two years and were primarily 
responsible for the brochure “Planning Criteria for the 
Central Area and Urban Core.” 

Credit should also be given to the Albuquerque City 
Commission and the City Manager who have been aware 
of the Downtown problem for a number of years and 
for the support they gave to the City Planning Depart- 
ment and the Albuquerque Growth Committee in pro- 
viding the funds necessary for the Economic study of 
the Downtown which was complete late last fall. 

Casual mention was made in the article to the ef- 
fect that the City of Albuquerque’s Planning Depart- 
ment possesses most of the technical information that 
is necessary, but no mention is made of the months of 
work that were required to collect and analyze this in- 
formation and, to the knowledge of the Planners in the 
Department, the Urban Planning Committee does not 
know what technical information is available nor have 
they used any of this information. 

Thanking you for your patience I remain 

Howell G. Ervien, 
Senior Planner, City of Albuquerque 


Mr. Ervien's corrections are certainly in order, and 1 
regret the serious oversights in preparing the article. 


B. B. 


NEWS 


SANDIA SAVINGS 
AWARDS IN ARCHITECTURE 


The University of New Mexico, Department of Ar- 
chitecture in the College of Fine Arts, will award ap- 
proximately $1,000 in scholarships and awards annual- 
ly. These are made possible by a grant from Sandia 
Savings. 


The company will offer two full tuition scholar- 
ships, each worth $315, to architectural students having 
a minimum grade point average of 2.50. The scholar- 
ships may be renewed annually provided the recipients 
maintain a satisfactory grade average. 


Mr. James H. Foley, president of Sandia Savings. 
said the company would also offer one competition 
award of $275. This would go to one or more fourth- 
year architectural students for the best designs sub- 
mitted to a special competition. Each fourth-year stu- 
dent will work on the design problem related to the 
future growth of Albuquerque or County of Bernalillo. 
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FLOORS & ROOFS BY... 


200 N. GLENWOOD • EL PASO, TEXAS 


OUR 28TH YEAR CLIMATE DESIGNING 
PAINT FOR THE SOUTHWEST How to insulate these basic 
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МЕМ ок) 


5 or COLOR [1] BRICK AND BLOCK 
[2] BRICK CAVITY 
[3] BLOCK 


IN ARCHITECTURAL Specify Zonolite* Masonry Fill Insulation to 
QUALITY PAINTS Y fill concrete block cores or cavities of brick 
S cavity walls. The installed cost runs from a 
low of approximately 10£ per sq. ft. of wall 
to 21£, depending on block or cavity size. 
| Zonolite Masonry Fill Insulation cuts heat 
transmission through the walls up to 5095 
SU N FOE or more...reduces cost of heating or cool- 
ing equipment needed ..offers clients 
AMBASSADOR more comfort, a more efficient structure for 
their money. Your Zonolite representative 
SS has details. 


Southwest Vermiculite Co. 


HANLEY PAI NT MFG, 00,, INC, 1822 First Street, Northwest, Albuquerque, New Mexico 


Phone CHapel 7-2244 


PH. S32 go ‘NEW MEXICO ZONOLITE MASONRY FILL INSULATION 


755-9821 PH. 265-1524 * Reg. trade mark of Zonolite Div., W, К. Grace & Co. 
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LOW-RISE APARTMENTS ^...» 


In the past weeks I have spent some hours look- 
ing at the low-rise, “luxury” apartments which recently 
have became so popular with Albuquerque builders and 
bankers. As the Chinese elm, for which our town is 
famous, these buildings seem to spring up in all cor- 
ners of the city and in almost comparable numbers. 


Except for a few notable exceptions, the general 
picture one comes away with is dark grey. For one 
thing, it doesn’t take much effort to look right through 
the shiny top coat of paint to the half-seasoned lumber 
and shoddy workmanship that lie beneath, But long 
ago one ceased to be shocked at this sort of thing — it 
is almost normal for today. One could even bother to 
foresee the vast and devastatingly expensive urban re- 
newal schemes which one day will have to eradicate 
the slums we are now building. But for the moment, 
the swimming pools are limpid and the materials, the 
construction and the site planning are adequate to satis- 
fy government lending agencies, and that, after all, is 
what really matte 


Even if the construction itself were sound enough 
to last longer, the siting of these apartment groups is 
generally so crowded and inept that they can not long 
pretend to a status higher than that of slums. “Next 
year,” when bigger and shinier units are built and when 
the swimming pool becomes as standard equipment as 
central heating, there will be nothing left to distinguish 
these as luxurious. 


As I think about it, the crux of the matter is the 
swimming pool. For it is largely this that distinguishes 
a mere apartment from a luxurious one. The individual 
living unit will probably be as cramped, the appoint- 
ments as standardized, and the decor as barren. One can 
even do without a travertine-lined entrance foyer with 
potted rubber plants and still luxuriate if only there 
be the pool. As apartments of only six or eight units 
are generally too small to warrant investment in a pool, 
luxury apartments are apt to be fairly large. When 
you get up to sixteen rentals or so, a pool becomes 
feasible, and beyond twenty-five units there is no neces- 
sary relationship between the size of the pool and the 
number of apartments — the way there is, for example, 
between the capacity of an auditorium and its toilet 
facilities. 


To live in an apartment with a swimming pool, 
the present-day renter will apparently put up with any 
number of deficiences — the worst of these, from my 
way of thinking, being a lack of privacy. In order to 
obtain sufficient area in which to construct a pool. 
other spaces within the complex must be held to a 
minimum. Things like individual balconies or patios 
are eliminated, and outside walls of the building jostle 
the set-back lines established by the city. Usually such 
apartments take the form of four cell blocks set around 
а central court. If the plot is somewhat larger than 
usual — as at the Casa del Norte additional blocks 
can be squeezed in the middle area except for the 
section reserved for the pool. Units face inward and 


BAINBRIDGE BUNTING 


The thinness of its "Pueblo" skin suggests something less than 


Pueblo" solidity. 


entrance to the individual apartment is gained by court- 
yard porches or balconies. As these outside passage- 
ways are somewhat wider than the balconies of a jail, 
one can mount one or two deck chairs on them, but, 
because they are also exterior corridors leading to many 
other front doors, these outside spaces can never be a 
pleasant, secluded place to sit. 


Inside the entrance door, the living room also 
opens toward the courtyard by means of picture win- 
dows. But again, as these windows face directly on the 
public corridor, curtains are habitually closed. Bed- 
rooms and baths, on the other hand, are placed against 
the outside wall of the building. Here windows are 
generally set high in the wall to allow space for fur- 
niture. With equal indifference such a window can 
shoulder up to a blank wall of a commercial building 
no more than ten feet away or to a splendid mountain 
view. One doesn’t see out of such windows unless he 
deliberately walks over to it and looks out. The bed- 
rooms themselves are generally large enough to con- 
tain twin beds, and the closets can contain a current 
wardrobe if not much “permanent” storage. 


One might be able to stand the blandness and small- 
ness of these spaces if only they were sound proof. For 
the person obliged to live in this environment, there 
are, it seems to me, three possible solutions: Stay away 
from home except when going there to sleep (this is 
not so hard for working couples). Or adopt a gregarious 
social outlook and embrace the big apartment-family 
that shares sun, bath water and cocktails at the pool. 
(According to the advertisement of one apartment build- 
er, this is the way “to live big"). Or else become a 
cave dweller. To do this one retreats within his little 
cell, bolts the door, draws over draperies as well as 
glass curtains, switches on electric light, exhaust fan 
and air-conditioning unit. In the resulting state of in- 
cubation, one may be lucky enough, if he turns up his 
Hi-Fi, not to hear the TV in the next apartment or 
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the bedlam of the late swimming party that some neigh- 
bor is giving at the pool. 


Despite the prevailing mediocrity of so much re- 
ent apartment building, several good designs stand 
out. Perhaps this excellence is a relative thing — an 
excellence that impresses me when I compare them with 
the rest of the stuff being done. One of the nicest proj- 
ects | found was a group of sixteen one-bedroom apart- 
ments designed and built in 1957 by Anita Carr Sheer 
and Frank Sheer on South Girard. Here two things 
stand out: the provision for individual privacy and 
the nicely finished detailing. Entrance to each unit is 
quite separate, and as the parking area along Girard is 
on a somewhat higher level and is approached by several 
different stairs that climb through a nicely arranged 
garden. the privacy of each entry is enhanced. Besides 
it is a profound relief to find a design that is not domi- 
nated by a sun-baked parking lot in the motel manner. 


Inside. an entry and bedroom are placed at the 


front. bath-utilities-kitchen in the center, while the liv- 
ing room occupies the rear area. As the living room 
opens with wide glass doors into an enclosed patio 
whose walls carry up to the same height as those of 
the apartment, the room and patio fuse into a single 
space. Snug and private, there is no need here to keep 
the curtains continually closed. А metal fireplace in 
one corner is inviting yet its light sculptural forms do 
not clutter the room. 


Finally a six-foot wide walk runs between the 
parallel rows of patios and leads to a storage build- 
ing and litter deposit at one end. Rather than a barr 
weed-strewn alley, this area is skillfully planted. The 
deadly monotony of a 160 foot-long corridor avoided 
by alternating the position of the paved walk from 
one side to another and by intervals of planting. The 
simple desert landscaping and earth sculpture of the 
premices are also in good taste and impart a note of 
individuality. 
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An instructive comparison to the Girard Street 
apartment is provided by the much larger development 
of Leesure Acres in the North Valley. Although there 
are major differences between the two, Leesure Acres 
being two and three bedroom condominium town houses 
built on two floors rather than one bedroom rentals, 
their treatments of living room-patio areas are similar. 
At Leesure Acres a series of concrete terraces which 
open off the living-dining spaces are separated by 
high block walls that extend out twelve feet from the 
back wall of the houses. Where concrete pad and wall 
stop, the terrace opens on to a forty foot wide green 
grass park that is common property and which runs 
the length of the block. The idea could be a good one 
except that the park would have to be two or perhaps 
three times as wide as it is and planted with high, 
bushy shrubs in order to screen one man’s picture 
window and living terrace from his neighbors, only 64 
feet away. Although these terraces and the above-men- 
tioned walled-in patios are almost the same size, the 
patio is secluded and apparently large, while the ter- 
race absorbed into the green park looks quite insi 
nificant and it is surely not very private. Besides that, 
there is the big difference in the warmth and texture 
of the two solutions: one brick and redwood, the other 
conerete slab and concrete block. 


Despite this invidious comparison, the town house 
idea strikes me as an excellent one. It saves at least 
ten feet of land between detached houses that is utterly 
wasted in the usual housing project, and it reduces the 
formless sprawl of the arrogant ranch house. The un- 
fortunate thing at Leesure Acres is that the land thus 
saved was only utilized to squeeze in a few more units. 
True, a club house and two nice-sized swimming pools 
are provided, but these facilities are isolated in a front 
corner of the tract. Their location seems to have been 
more dictated by sales promotion than by accessibility 
to the community. 


Yet all is not bad here. On the street side of these 
town houses the absence of front lawns and the use of 
gas lanterns instead of garish street lights are all to the 
good. Also the colors of the different blocks of build- 
ings provide a harmonious variety which one hopes, 
individual owners in the future will continue. Another 
good feature is the individual storage unit attached to 
the front of each dwelling. Highly practical, it also 
serves to break the monotony of eight consecutive front 
doors and to screen neighbor from neighbor. An 
improvement here would have been to make the storage 
unit larger by bringing it out to the street line. Also a 
change of paving color or texture would have better 
defined the separation of parking and street. 


A second successful apartment development is 
Marron Park. Designed by Pacheco and Graham, this 
community of two and three-bedroom apartments is 
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situated on the Coronado Freeway just east of Wyoming. 
Although the same modular unit of design is repeated, 
the overwhelming monotony of a large housing de- 
velopment is avoided by alternating face brick and 
stucco, by placing a line of two-story structures along 
the rear houndary, and especially by the way the units 
are grouped around a series of six irregular courts. 
Although the six and one-half acre plot contains 78 
units, the result is almost suburban in feeling. The lay- 
out never becomes dull and predictable, vistas are al- 
ways interesting, and the two-story blocks are effective 
in closing the view and in screening the complex 
from the noise of the highway. The planting is still too 
young to have much effect, but it has been laid out 
thoughfully, and the appearance of the roofs has been 
improved by keeping the air-conditioning units out of 
sight. 


One criticism that could be made is that the terrace 
off each living room is too small and the screen is not 
very effective. This element could easily have been en- 


Marron Park. The photograph was taken last winter, and before any of 


larged without crowding the campus. Indeed, a some- 
what tighter grouping of masses in certain areas might 
have given more emphasis to the remaining inner courts. 
Still the siting of this group of apartments was so 
much better than anything else that I saw that such 
criticisms that I have made become academic. 


At Marron Park the parking area along the front 
of the property is also well designed, but it would 
have been even better had the city permitted the orginal 
solution of placing the parking lot at the rear between 
the freeway and the apartments. 


The matter of parking brings me to two repre- 
hensible apartments. One, which is just being com- 
pleted in Santa Fe, occupies a particularly beautiful 
location on the south bank of the Santa Fe River. From 
a distance the design is inoffensively traditional. (Any 
pleasure that one might derive from it, however, would 
have to come from the generous size of the wooden 
posts and vigas of the portals; the workmanship with 
which they have been put together is deplorable). The 


the landscaping had been ins 
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NEW 
DESIGN 
FREEDOM 
WITH 
BUTLER'S 
NEW 
F-103 


The F-103 panel is the first complete curtain wall 
system on the market with foamed-in-place insu- 
lation. And what’s more, the normal wall thick- 
ness is only one inch. Yet it has nearly twice the 
insulating efficiency of a conventional 13-inch wall 
made up of four inches of brick, eight inches of 
tile, and an inch of insulating board and plaster. 


THE OVERALL U-FACTOR OF THE F-103 IS 
10 OR BETTER. 


The F-103 panel is strong, rigid and solid. An 
F-103 building is designed to withstand 90-mile- 
per-hour winds. 

Butler Buildings, with the F-103 panel, are the 
perfect ingredients to couple with architectural 
styling to create a total impression of beauty, 
strength and reliability. 

Southwest Distributor for Butler and the new 
F-103 is 


THE BANES COMPANY, INC. 
4322 SECOND N.W. ALBUQUERQUE 


BUILDINGS ... THE BANES COMPANY 


The latest in Santa Fe easy mointenanc 
ing. The next innovation will be to chani 
from black to eye-pleasing а 


thrice-repeated building is swimming pool-oriented, and 
to that end, all sense of privacy or ап imaginative 
utilization of the interesting topography or the excit- 
ing views have been shamefully sacrificed. The most 
depressing aspect of the project is the acreage of black 
asphalt that runs up to the very foundation line of the 
buildings. A magnificient site and one of importance 
to the whole city of Santa Fe has been utterly ruined 

until some future urban renewal scheme shall re- 
deem it. 


Back in Albuquerque, a prison-like complex 
even to barred ouside windows rises near the in- 
tersection of Lomas and Louisiana. Here the one good 
thing that I could find was the underground garage. 
Apartments, garden and pool are all built on top of 
a vast sub-surface garage. By this device deserts of 
asphalt are happily eliminated and the entire area de- 
voted to people. In this particular instance, however, 
the living daylight (quite literally) was squeezed out 
to make room for а few more apartments. A modern 
prison should provide more daylight than some of these 
apartments get. In addition, this unfortunate design 


the color A sculpture by 


Herb Goldman enhances the wall. The gate invites entry t 


presents an almost laughable discrepancy between the 
monumental concrete beams and slab of the garage be- 
low and the flimsy, tinselled living units above. As so 
often in our society, the autos come off better than the 
people. 


Back now to good design. Two other apartments 
struck my attention as worthy of mention. One is an 
intriguing three-unit affair well out on South Carlisle. 
Designed by Architect Robert Walters, this small struc- 
ture is impossible to “read” from the outside. One's 
curiosity is further arrested by Herb Goldman's hand- 
some concrete relief. The walled entrance court and 
the well-oriented, spacious private patios impart the 
feeling of the Southwest rather than the second class 
luxury of South Miami Beach or most parts of South- 
ern California. Each of the units is different; it is a 
place for a person to live, not an interchangeable dorm- 
itory for an interchangeable man. 


The last apartment on my list is still a-building. 
Designed by Architect John Reed and situated off 
Indian School Road behind the Tennis Club, this group 
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of sixteen two-bedroom apartments is organized on two 
levels around a largish central court and four smaller 
axial courts. As the site offers no shade or other in- 
terest, the designer has made the space of the building 
itself the important thing. With two-story arcades, un- 
expected stairs and interspersed courtyards, the design 
contains a never-ending series of surpris Another 
feature of the design is that no door or widow is set 
back less than six feet from an outside wall surface — 

an ideal arrangement for a desert setting. Mr. Reed has 
also designed a larger project (100 units) on much 
the same scheme for Las Cruces, N. M. Although it is 
still in the planning stage, I mention it here because 
this project provides a swimming pool without sacri- 
ficing spatial variety within the central court. In an 


€ € € and a larger group for Las Cruces 


apartment group Albuquerqu 


by John Reed, AIA. e e e e e 
almost Kasba-like manner, the large inner patio projects 
itself through narrow passages to smaller courts in the 
corners of the plot. The constant fluctuation in wall 
plane and repetition of arch forms imbue the design 
with a scale that is definitely domestic. 


For myself, the importance of the better designs 
that I have mentioned is that they demonstrate that the 
modern, low-rise apartment does not have to be as 
grim and sterile as a barrack nor as public and im- 
personal as a prison. Given even a high density of oc- 
cupaney, a design can provide privacy and a domestic 
scale. And, with a little imagination on the part of the 
designer, one does not even have to bow to the im- 
perious asphalt parking lot. —B. Bunting 
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ALBUQUERQUE 
TESTING LABORATORY 


Sub-soil Investigations 
For Structural and Dam Foundations 


Two Drills and Crews now 
available for Prompt Service 


Laboratory Analysis and 
Evaluation of Construction Materials 


All work done under the supervision 
of Registered Professional Engineers 


32 Jefferson St., МЕ. — P. О. Box 4101 


Phone AL 5-8916 Albuquerque 
Phone AL 5-1322 New Mexico 


COMMON HOLLOW 


BRICK STRUCTURAL 

FACE TILE 

BRICK SCR and HOLLOW 
BRICK 


distributors for 
acme 
BRICK COMPANY 


samples G literature 


request 


KINNEY BRICK 
COMPANY, INC. 


Р. О. Box 86 

Ph. TRinity 7-1130 
Office at Brick G Tile Works 
5 Miles South on Second Street 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 


Roofing b 
п ty | DICK 


A good name in roofing for over 70 years 


ROOFING: Composition, Asbestos, Tile, Slate 
BUILT-UP: Tar and Gravel, Asphalt 
CRUSHED MARBLE; White and Colors 
ROOF DECKS: Gypsum, Steel and 
Lightweight Concrete decks 
CORRUGATED ASBESTOS and ASBESTOS SIDING 
SHEET METAL WORK 
HEATING and AIR CONDITIONING 


Lypick ROOFING COMPANY 
— 247-0401 — 


1625 Williams S.E. Albuquerque, N. M. 
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HEIEETOP HOUSE 


ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO 


OWNER 
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert M. Corn 


ARCHITECT 

Hugh Rowland, AIA 
BUILDER 

Orville Compton 


ENGINEER 
William D. L. Brown, P.E. 


DECORATOR 
Decorating Center 


LANDSCAPING 
Carpenter Nursery 


This garden apartment complex con- 
of only six rental units, However, the 
size and features of the recreation and guest 
room facilities amount to more than a rent- 
al unit, so for all practical purposes this 
should be considered as a seven unit apart- 
ment. 

The large second story front unit serves 
as the Town House for the owner, a prom- 
inent southern. New Mexico rancher. The 
balance of the complex was designed to 
serve the town residence needs of similar 
ranching people or to fill the needs of 
other full time occupants. Units of this na- 
ture have proven to be particularly appeal- 
ing to older couples who no longer have 
need for а larger home. It is particularly 
appealing to those who no longer wish to 
maintain the tremendous financial burden 
required in the ownership of an expensive 
home and grounds. 

An unusual feature of this design is 
the Recreation Room and adjoining Guest 
Bedrooms. These facilities are available to 
any of the apartment occupants for the con- 
venience of their overnight guests or for 
their convenience in entertaining. The facil- 
ities are available to the occupants on a 
reservation basis at no charge. 
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The complex is definitely in 
the luxury field, and the finishes 
and equipment provided are in the 
more expensive catagories. The 
construction cost exclusive of land 
and furnishings amounted to ap- 
proximately $16.35 per square 
foot. Such cost covers all site im- 
provements, landscaping and ap- 
pliances, all of which were exe- 
cuted under the control of the ar- 
chitect. The cost does not include 
draperies, carpets and furnishings 
which were executed outside of the 
control of the architect. 


The construction is generally 
wood frame and stucco with all 
ground floor areas veneered with 
native stone. The interior walls 
and ceilings are generally dry-wall 
with tufcon applied finish. The 
floors are quarry tile in all en- 
trances and in the kitchens of the 
ground floor units. The recreation 
room and garden room are quarry 
tile and all baths feature full 
height ceramic tile walls. Other 
major area floors are carpeted and 
the balance of the flooring is 
vinyl. Closets are all cedar lined. 


Hugh Rowland 


Photographs 
Hugh Rowland 


OURT 
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GENERAL PUMICE 
Corporation 


Santa Fe, 
New Mexico 


All inquiries promptly answered (505) 265-8421 
Commercial Kitchens 
K тт 
€ Stainless Steel Fabrication 
e All Major Lines of Commercial Kitchen Equipment 
• Walk-in and Reach-in Cold Storage Boxes 
Complete with Refrigeration 
x œ Sales and Installation X Ж 
DON J. CUMMINGS CO., Inc. 
Engineering Sales and Service ——— Building Product: 
2712 Carlisle NE (P. O. Box 3486) Albuquerque, New Mexico 


rchitects and contractors 
think our 


e Q-Block is the only concrete masonry to exceed the requirements of the 


N.C.M.A. quality control program as well as all ASTM specifications. 
Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc. Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc. 


P. 0. Box 1633 - 622-1321 P. 0. Box FF - 524-7717 
ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 
Wm. (Bill) Derby Cleo Burger 
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HISTORICAL SITES COMMITTEE 


John Gaw Meen, F.A.I.A., Santa Fe architect, who 
most recently headed the fight against the proposed 
round Capitol building, has been elected chairman of 
the Governor’s Committee on Historical Sites. 

The committee met Friday in Santa Fe in its first 
organizational meeting. Besides Meem, Bruce Ellis, his- 
torical museum director, was elected vice-chairman. 
and Dr, Lynn I. Perrigo of Las Vegas was elected 
secretary. 

Other members of the committee present for the 
meeting were Will Keleher of Albuquerque and State 
planning Officer Jack Flynn. 

The committee was appointed to survey historical 
sites throughout the state and came up with priorities 
for development. 


NEWS 


4 NEW ASSOCIATION 


The Architectural Offices 
of 
McHUGH & HOOKER, BRADLEY P. KIDDER 
and ASSOCIATES 
and 
ROBERT Е. PLETTENBERG, Architect 
announce that they have formed 
а new association to be known as 
McHUGH, KIDDER, PLETTENBERG 
Architects 
with offices at 717 Canyon Road 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 


Two members of the architectural profession have passed away during the past 


two months. 


Robert E. Merrell, a member of the firm of Merrell and Pendleton in Clovis, 


died April 20th of a heart attack. He was 69. 


Truman Mathews, a prominent Santa Fe architect, died May 26th, also, of a 


heart attack. He was 62. 
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USED THROUG 


A|buquerc 


1 Siler Road 


Mexico 


ARCHITECTS — BUILDERS 
Visit Our Showrooms—displaying such 
products as; 


n 


€ Normal, al! sizes 
Ф "SLUMPROK" Doub ec 
GO. Soft shadows G highlights, in 4 colors. 
€ SPECIAL, Lightweight (25#) Scoria with 1^ 

tra es — only by CREGO 


sidewalls 


— See Photo 
@ SHADOW, Sculpered & Sun Screen blocks in all 


zes and varieties 


jneous materials of interest 


ТАЊА 
SCORIA BLOCK 
ntanufactured 
'63ly-by CREGO 
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FREE Consultation on 
INDUSTRIAL WATER 
TREATMENT ! ! ! 


BU 


CATALOGS AND SPEC SHEETS 
FOR YOUR LIBRARIES 
AT NO CHARGE 


World’s Largest 


WATER CONDITIONING COMPANY 


[4 


ILDERS! CUT GOSTS! 


PROVEN STRENGTH — SELECT LUMBER 


© 


WATER CONDITIONING, INC. 
Albuquerque 


7801 Menaul NE 299-9581 


TY 


vel] 


THERE MUST BE A REASON 
OUR BUSINESS 


Best for Durability 
Best for Color Retention 
Best for Weather Proofing 
An Acrylic Latex for all 
Masonry Surfaces 


a paint for every surface 


2714 Fourth St. N.W. — P.O. Box 6086 
344-3558 Albuquerque, New Mexico 


Install Automatic Beauty 
on existing doors 
Specify Automatic Beauty 


on new doors 


WITH NORTON’ 


AUTOMATIC TRANSOM 
MOUNTED DOOR OPERATORS 


CALL 


NEW MEXICO MARBLE & TILE CO. 
Contract Builders Hardware Distributors 
414 Second St., S. W. 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
Р. О. Box 834 Phone: 243-5541 
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Bainbridge Bunting. Jean Lee Booth and William R. 
Sims, Jr. TAOS ADOBES. Fort Burgwin Research Cen- 
ter and the Museum of New Mexico Press. Santa Fe. 
1964. $4.95. 


For well over a half 
century the Spanish Colo- 
nial architecture has held 
a deep and lasting attrac- 
tion for Americans — es- 
pecially those from the 
East and the Middle West. 
Very early in the 1900s 
Taos and Santa Fe be- 
came romantic symbols— 
places to escape to, where 
the press of urban life 
and middle class ideals 
could in whole or in part 
be denied. The architecture which was encountered in 
the towns, villages and in the countryside of northern 
New Mexico perfectly fulfilled the need of these Ameri- 
can (and occasional European) painters, writers and 
dilettantes. It was one of the few areas in America 
where one could still experience a traditional provincial 
architecture an architecture whose material, struc- 
ture and form came as close as possible to being a 
denial of the “sophisticated” architectural values of the 
urban East and Midwest. But the admiration of the 
older achitecture of New Mexico, then and now, was 
not simply the result of negation — a denial of certain 
urban ideals, rather it was an admiration of its positive 
features. The adobe buildings forcefully expressed an 
aesthetic, a concept of materials and hpw they were 
to be used in structure, which paralleled in many ways 
the new architectural aesthetic which developed in 
America and Europe during the decades since 1900. 
The bold, direct massiveness of the adobe building, its 
frank and direct expression of structure, its sympathetic 
feel for materials paralleled in many ways the work 
of such pioneers of modern architecture as Ё. L. Wright, 
Charles and Henry Greene, Charles Mackintosh, and the 
later work of the 1930's through the "60's of the Cali- 
fornia Bay Area architects and many of the most con- 
temporary architects of the Scandinavian countries. 


With well over 6 decades of deep interest and in- 
volvement with the adobe architecture of New Mexico 
it is really astonishing that little in the way of serious 
study has been made of the domestic architecture. of 
the region. At long last an appreciable dent has been 
made in this blank area of architectural history. Bain- 
bridge Bunting of the University of New Mexico has 
produced a monograph which, in every sense of the 
term, is and will remain as a classic in the field. Twelve 
of the historically significant adobe houses in and 
around Taos have been selected for study. Each of the 
houses is presented in this volume via an introduction 
by Professor Bunting, by excellent plans, elevations and 
sketches by Jean Lee Booth and William R. Sims, Jr., 
and by a wide variety of photographs, some recent, 
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NOTES ON READING 


Policarpio Romero House 


others taken many decades ago. The author in his gen- 
eral introduction has provided one of the best essays 
yet written on the development of the architecture in 
New Mexico from Spanish Colonial times to the pres- 
ent. The resulting book, then, is one of those rare in- 
stances where one encounters a meaningful text, and 
at the same time a superb group of illustrations. 


A final word should be said about the book itself. 
It is handsomely laid out, excellently printed, and the 
half tone illustrations and line cuts are beautifully pre- 
sented. The present edition of the book is limited to 
2,000 copies, and one suspects that it will not be very 
long until it becomes a collectors item. 


—David Gebhard 


Jose Maria Martinez House 
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in laminated plastics 


the new romance 


Sink tops, cabinet tops, counters, bars, display areas 

these are but a few of the many uses you have with Formica 
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